
I would encourage the FCC to pursue broadband over powerline
carrier as a method of bringing the Internet to underserved areas
such as rural southern Ohio.  Our Cooperative serves a nine county
area and many residents here can only use dialup services.  Due to
the rural nature of our area, the local telecommunications
companies do not provide adequte equipment to provide 56K
connections to subscribers.  Most rural residents can only attain
28.8 K or slower.

The broadband over powerline (BPL) will be able to provide Internet
access the equivalent of cable internet which is only available in
larger population areas.  BPL will open the DIGITAL DIVIDE which
has hampered the economic growth and educational growth of this
rural area.

I would urge the FCC to open this new competitive communications
channel for rural cooperatives to serve our rural residents with
quality internet service.  I would further urge the FCC to allow
higher signal strength to allow the BPL to reach longer distances
with fewer amplifiers.  This will help keep the costs lower for
these underserved residents in rural America.

Thank you very much,

Charles W. Clark
IT Manager
Buckeye Rural Electric Cooperative
Rio Grande, Ohio


